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On behalf of the Union of Bulgarian Writers and on my behalf
I am sending you my best wishes for the New Year. Looking back at
the past 1 see it now illuminated by our wonderful personal friend~
ship, of which I am soO proud, and by the great idea we share, the
idea to help the world free itself of the terrible nuclear threat.
gur joint actions in the world movement of writers for peace, which
seems so naive in the eyes of some people, is more honourable Than
despair and wothier than inactivity, and as everybody can see ¢y PR
now bearing fruitful results. The efforts and talent of so many
eminent Ffriends of ours have turned the Fourth Meeting of Writers
for Peace held in Sofia under the traditional motto of "Peace - the
Hope of the Planet" into an event which the future will remember
and will take into account,

This, dear friend, gives me confidence and hope that in
spite of all real threats, 1983 will be a year of peace which will
bring us new joys of creative achievements -and will bring us
together again.

Thiank you for your frienship.
I wish you personal happiness.

Yours sincerely,

L

LYUBOMIR LEVICHEV
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We, the writers, gathered at the 4th International Meeting in Sofia on September 29,
30 and October 1, 1982 appeal to all our contemporaries — from all continents, from all
nations in the world — the following

APPEAL OF OURS

PEACE IS UP TO YOU

May the words friend and man become synonimous.

Admirers of war are our enemies and the killers of our children are bling men who
want the world to die in darkness. ' '

We appeal to all men and women of our time who face with anxiety and hope the close
of the 20th and the beginning of the 21st century.

We want to give warning that the world is threatened with nuclear annihilation, and the
destruction of human civilization.

Cynical deceivers and madmen are vigorously promoting nuclear re-armament with the
objective of gaining military supremacy.

A regressive return to the cold war threatens the expectations which were so hopeful
in the promise of detente, the signing of the Helsinki accords, and the peaceful yearnings
of nations.

Public opinion is being prepared to accept the idea that a “limited”’ thermo-nuclear war
could be fought and won.

Age-old principles of humanity are being betrayed. Our hopes and expectations are be-
ing plundered. Nature itself is being destroyed.

This monstrous threat can be challenged only by the unity of people of good-will
throughout the world.

We appeal to the people who guide the policies of their countries: declare an open
programme for peace. Renounce the first use of nuclear, chemical and so-called “‘conven-
tiorial”” weapons.

Re-direct public efforts towards peaceful programmes. Let culture and the arts become
the arena of the highest human and international endeavour.

The appeals to the people who are taking us into the unknown future of science: re-
nounce whatever contributes to the development and refinement of mass annihilation.
Science ought not to be tainted with crimes. Peace is your responsibility.

We appeal to the people who wear military uniforms: don’t forgeth that you are, first
of all, members of the human race.

We appeal to all men and women throughout the world: do not squander your physical
and mental energies on war. Devote them to peace.

Enlist in the cause of peace; it belongs to all nations. Imperialism, colonialism, racism
and nationalism all generate war. Terrorism and genocide is a shame of mankind. Peace is
man’s natural work.

Finally we appeal to artists, writers and journalists: do not serve, directly or indirect-
ly, the cause of war. Let us serve human expectations with the high examples of man’s
oternal search for harmony and perfection; for the beauty in life that generates peace.

It is truth that serves peace.

We, as part of the international Peace Movement, confirm the results of the previous
Sofia congresses of writers, as well as those of fraternal congresses that were held in Ber-
lin in 1981, in the Hague and Cologne in 1982, and will continue in Rotterdam in 1983.
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Dear friends,
Do distribute this appeal as your own.

If you feel like it

write to us to the following address:
Bulgaria, Sofia, To the International
Meeting of Writers — Peace —

the Hope of the Planet.
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