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My Face,

Catching it in shop windows

I'm always mildly surprised

by the fixed, ferocious scowl

it gives me back: as though praise
were something to be refused

on any terms, any scale,

Arranged for its owner's view
it is more amenable

to compliments and kind thoughts.
The level look seems to say:

"I acknowledge I'm a fool,

but not the worst hereabouts.!

Then there's its passionate life--
which I'm sure I'll never know:
how it behaves'in private

when I forget it in grief,

anger, terror, pity, Jjoy,

or feeding an appetite.

Sometimes I awake to blind

lips puzzling its stubbled cheek,
fingers tracing its forehead;

as though it were neither owned
nor remembered in that dark
where all social selves are shed.

But mostly it's on display

in politic, daily guise,

to make a good impression.
Perhaps you've seen it, and know
its affable, worldly ways?

I've only you to go on,

Tony (Bker.
M 1979
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