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Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D. C. This
white marble temple was completed in
1922. The immense sculptured figure of
Lincoln is floodlighted at night. The

massive statues facing the Memorial were
582-B a gift from the Italian people.
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3024 Tilden Street, N.¥.
Washington, DeCe 20008,

Tel, {202) 363,7208

Professor Djelah ¥adir, Director
World Iitecature Today

The Univerglty of Oklzghoma
Forman, Oklahoms 730190375

Dear Professor Tedir:

I was delighted to learn, from our mutual £riaa¢£ Mme, Eli Peonis
don, during the I&tsrnatiana& Sonsress of the AICL (of which I have
served 25 sn international vice~president for gome 22 yearsl) at
Iyon lsst May that you had invited her to retuwrn to Norman as a judge
at the next Neustadt Prise, (I myself was 2 judge in 1982),

You heve made an excellent choice, Mme Peonidou is & lesined and sen=
sitive critic and she will meke a distinguished contribution to your
your deliberstions, I have known her for more years then either of us
vares to remember (!) in the course of the amaual congresses of the
AI01, I wap 2ise delighted %o meke the ssquaintance of her huaband,
who; I understand, on your reguest, did = number of inlerviews--- in=-
eluding one with pyselflie=- with participenis in the Jongress. le in-
formed ue that thess interviews would be published in 2 forthconing number |
of WIR, Could you tell me when they will appear? I have a real attache
ment to WLT since, I suspect, I am one of its oldest collaborators.
My few first reviews vwere contributed to the Spring, 1940 number of
Booke Abroad. (Alas... cela ne me rajeunit pasl)

I hope thet when you wander eastwards to Babylon-on=the-Potomae you

will let me kmow (202.363.7208) and come to lunch with me at the Cos-

§os to raise the glass and "dire dlimpérisssbles choses"™, Meanwhile,
am

Sincerely

John Lecey Brown

Professor IZmeritus

Comparative literature

{Grend Prix de la critique, '54

|



3024 Tilden Stl‘ee‘t, N.wl
Washington, D,.C. 20008,
December 16, 1995

Mme, El1li Pan Peonidea
Mich Paridos, 14
Limassol 3091

Cyprus.

Dear Elli, tr2s chdre Amie!

This wicked old heart swelled with joy on receiving your handsome card
with the photo of Ytwo deathless lovers” sailing idyllically among
"the isles of Greece, where burning Sappho loved an sung"! Of course,
I'd be more than delighted to attend the 97 meeting of the AICL in
Cyprus, But I fear that I have become a pe®sona non grata for Robert
André since I wrote him a long letter (Feb. 8, 1994--- cppy enclosed)
expressing my disappointment with the dvelopment of the AICL in the
course of these past years. It apparently enraged him (in spite of my
compliments to Marie-Thérdse and himsele as you can see in his note
of Feb. 19, '94 (copy enclosed) in which he made it clear that my
presence in the AICL was a source of discord. Since this note I have
no further contact with the AICL or any of its officers, although I
was one of the founding members and served as international vice-presi-
dent for over 20 years... and am the only member to have been awarded
Le Grand Prix de la Critique.

I should be interested in having your reactions to my letter.

Meanwhile, Simonne joins me in sending to both of you our heartfelt

wishesfor a joyous holiday season,
Bondly and R":ifully
4@“ .L = M’\ o
~\John L Brown

L o T T

Encl: (3)



ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE
DES CRITIQUES LITTERAIRES

Organisation non gouvernementale affiliée 3 I'UNESCO

Siege Social : 38, rue du Faubourg-Saint-J acques, 75014 Paris

LE PRESIDENT Paris, Ie 19 février 1994

Prof.John L.BROWN

Mon Cher John Brown,

J'ai bien recu votre"trés aimable" lettre du
8 février. Je m'étonne que vous ayiez eu le courage de
rester si longtemps membre d'une association aussi pitoyable)
4 vous en croire. Maintenant,je crois qu'il faut tirer 'le

rideau sur la comédie.

Sinncérement a vous

Riobor. e .

Vous recevrez le N°39 de la revue.

PRESIDENT : Robert ANDRE

T s AN FOET e - nA A~ —_— e P SR



3024 Tilden Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C, 20008,
ce 8 fevrier, 19%4

M. le Profesgseur
Robhert André

v’

You were very kind to enclose z xeroy of my viece M "Duropemsn JTden-
tity™ in youk#elcome note of January 30,

In checking through my corrsspondence with the ATICL, I discovered

the probable reason why I have not received any numbers of the Bulle-
tin since #38, "Lfannde littéraire, '91-'02%, Un November 12, 1932,

I wrote to our treasurer, M. Dubacq: "Merci de m'avoir envoyé cinag
exemplaire de *L%Année '91~'92, Un exemplaire m'aurait largement
suffi, puisque je ne peux plus m'occuper perscnnellement de la dige~
trivution de Ja revue®, (In the past, I sent ths Lidbrary of Congress
and several important university libreries copies for their ccllec-
tions, but following my resignaztion as international vics-president
after 22 years of service without the help of any clerical stafr, I
gelfishly decided that I deszserved a rest). ¥y letter continues: "Le

# '91-'92 m'a paru un peu maigre, puisqu'il nfavait pas de contribu-
tions de 1'Anglisdéeree de 1*Italie, de 1'Zspagne, de 1'Allemagne, des
EE-UU", (But, on the other hand, M2lta was generously represented and
as usual France was accorded the lion's share of space). M, Dubacg,
who never replied to my letter, was evidently irrdtated with it, for
Since that time I bwmwe apparently no. longer figure on the.AICL.mailingy/_
list and, as I have said, have rsceived no cories of the Bulletin, not
even the number zcontaining my article on European identity.

I kxeep nlezsant memories of the early days of our organization., I was
recruited, I suspecy, because Yves Gandon (of whom I was fond) apparent-
1y needed “a token American® for his young orgenization~-—— and an Ameri-
can who had received Le Grand Prix de la Critique and was acquainted
with Purope might be a sign that it was not completely dominsted by the
Soviets. In the beginning, I tried to interest my compatriots in the
AICL. Not easy. The journalist-critics (most of whom kmew only English)
protested that “"everything's in French", And the top American academic
critics xept »ointing out to me that "none of the important French
eritics¥, i,e. Derrida {who has made %he conguest of the American uni-
veraity), Genette, Sollers, Blanchot, Barthes, Todorov among others
belonged to the AICL and there was little possibility that they ever
would,

During the early vears, the organization was essentially an informal
group of international friends, but for some time now, as you are paine~
fully swere, it has been torn by inner conflicts and has become in-
creasingly bureaucratic, inecreasingly concerned (verheps through ne-
cessity, with obiaining subventions from UKESCC (Trom which, unhsvpily,
both the US and Britain have withdrawn).

/saes



But most importantly I'd like to express to vou (and also to Merie-
Thérdse) my heart-felt gratitude, which, I am sure, is felt by our

colleagues as well, Both of you have done so much, so effectively,

80 unselfishly, at the price of se¢ much personal sacrifice, for our
group over these many years. Personally, I don't think that I could
have putup with it!

A secondary reason for having inflicted this tiresome epistle on you

is that I heope it might clarify some of the reasons why top American:
critics have shown little interest in the AICL... and also.why I felt.
constrained to resign as one of the vicewpresidents, although I shall
remain, for old time's sake, a loyal (and unobtrusive) member,

And now I shall leave you to finish an article on Julien Green's
Journal, 1990~92 (nearly 900 pages!). At the age of 94 he continues
to be tireless%y productive, O, jeunesse éternelle., It's much less
of a chore than my review of the Gide=Schlumberger correspondence,
& monstrous pavé of 1,200 pages!

Je vous embrasse, Marie-Thérdse et vous-méme, avec toute 1l'estime
denotre vieille et fiddle amitid.

As ever

John I, Brown
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THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures
Washington, D.C. 20064
202-319-5240
3024 Tilden Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008.
August 19, 1991

Tel, (202) 36%,7208.
Che&re amie!

Simone and I are delighted to learn that you will be coming to
the United States this autumn and we look eagerly forward to re-

ceiving you and your husband here in Washington.

Our telephone number: (202) 363.7208. Do call us so that we can
make plans to have lunch and/or dinner together and to arrange a
meeting with the Director of the School of Drama here at the Uni=-

versity.

We rejoice that we shall have this opportunity to have a reunion
with you and to recall many happy memories of the Congresses of
the AICL (which, alas, I feel is en perte de vitesse!) at Torun

and elsewhere,
With cordial good wishes to you both, I am

As ever

Professor

parative Literature

Mme Panicos Peonides
P.O. Box 544
Limassol, Cyprus.
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John L. Brown
3024 Tilden St. NW
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3024 Tilden Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008,
January 24, 1994

My dear BE1lli:

Many thanks for your heart-warming letter, which evoked for me so
‘many pleasant memories of our past meetings and made me hope for
many more in the future,

I regret that it will be difficult for you to stop in Washington
to raise the glass and hold high and heady discourse., But during
your stay in New York (March 20-30) I shall telephone you at 762.
1219 to extend to you our affectionate greetings and to give you
recent news of the Brown dynasty.

Yes, I resigned as a vice-president of the AICL a couple of years
ago. I had served since the beginning of the organization in 1979
and thought it was high time to pass on this honor to someone slse,
to "make way for the younger generation"--- although there aren't
s0 many of them among our members.

I long to read one of your collections of poetry. In return, I'll
gend you one of my own lyrical indiscretions. The latest, "Celebra-
tions" appeared in 1991. :

We had a marvelously agitated holiday season, Both our sons were
here, but only for a few days, alas--- John from Kiev, where he is
minister-counselor in our Embassy, Michel from Shanghai, where he
serves as "Vice=-President for China" of the General Electric Cor-
poration., All of American big business thinks that China, at this
moment, is a very "hot item" and want to cash in on its economic
expansion, ¢

I hope that you have a pleasant sojourn in Norman. Give my fond
greeting to my friends at World Literature Today, especially to
Bill Riggan., I am the oldest collaborator of WLT-Books Abroad.
My first articles appeared in 1940! Iién't believe it myself, (I
have not yet met Kadir).

Looking forward to chatting wikh you and Fanos during you stay in
New York, I send to both of you my fond and faithful greetings.

Ag_ever

gom-
/hnwm/
Mme E11i Peonidu

P,0., Box 544
Limassol, Cyprus.
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THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures
Washington, D.C. 20064
202-319-5240
Fax 202-319-6077

Personal Address:

3024 Tilden Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008.
April 2, 1997

Pel., (202) 363,7208

Mme, El11li Péonidou
P.0. Box 544
Limassol, Cyprus.

Dear Elli, tr®s chire Amie:

What a delightful surprise to receive your beautiful volume of
poems, which I have been savoring slowly, with pleasure and admir-
ation as one "déguste un grand cru". In exchange, under separaae
cover, I amforwarding you a copy of my latest lyrical indiscretion,
my eighth, YAwakenings". "May you awaken every morning to the hope
and the joy of an everlastingly new day".

I resigned from the AICL, a few years ago, as you know, disil-
lusioned by the mediocrity of the organization to which no out-
standing Prench critics belonged and whose principal purpose, il
would seem was to obtain subventions from UNESCO to pay the travel
expenses of the president and his staff. It was quite different
when it was founded by the sympathetic and talented Yves Gandon.

But I continue to miss sorely dear friends like you and Mirja Bolgar
and R. Matusgzewski, who were the only reason really that I attended
the usually boring and factitious congresses.

I hope to hear from you again in the near future. Meanwhile, I send
to you and your husband my fond and faithful greetings--- and also
to you all my sincere thanks for the precious "Heures",

As ever
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