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OWfting you

a very merry Christmas

and the happiest of

New Years. /
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ELLI PECNIDOU
14 MICHAEL PARIDES STR
LIMASSOL 30921
CYPRUS-EUROPE

24-4-98

My dear Jenya, \
Thank vyou so much for your nice letter about my poetry. It is \
interesting because at the same time I had been (and am still) |
reading your novel "Don’t die before your death” in greek. I think x
that this book is much more than what you ment it to be. It is a % 4
saga not only of the recent years and events in Russia but also
(and for me this is even more important) a merciless self portrait
of Yeftushenko and through Yeftushenko (the man, not the prominent
poet), one can observe as through a mirror all the background in
your c¢ountry. Writing this book must have been a very painful
effort and at the same time it must have given you the relief and
comfort that one feels after a confession.

For us your friends this book is a precious gift, because it gives
us the opportunity to study your personality so deeply as no
biography c¢ould do it. But at the game time it gives us the
pleasure of reading a modern poetical fairy tale with all the
characteristics of one, except perhaps the happy end: All the
wonderful exagerations, all +the fantastic characters and the
unexpectetly funny or tragic events. Yes, maybe you don’'t know it
but you are a marvellocus storyteller. As I was reading it I often
wondered: How will he manage with all those characters,; won’t he
forget them on the way? Panos who read both the english and the
greek translation said no, he does not forget them. Well I have not
reached the end yet. You see; I wanted to answer your letter asg
soon as possible. And I don’t want to hurry up with the reading,
because I am enjoying it so much,

How is Masha and the children? She must be very proud, her image in
the book is sc flattering. You are so lucky to have her!

Spring is already allover Cyprus. I have started swimming in the
sea. Panos is well, writing all the time, so am I.

We love you both very much.

I kiss you
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=Dear Panos and Elli,

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

TF I8 TIME TO 8AY TO YOR FRIENDS HOW MUCH THEY MEAN IN OUR LIFES ANF HOW
MUCH WE LOVE THEM!

Masha and Zhenya _ _

Zhenya is in Moscow now, he 'l be back in the middie of January.

- Original Message -----
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> DEAREST ALL,

=

> IN LINE WITH THE CUSTOM , AS NEW YEAR APPROACHES WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH
YOU GOOD HEALTH AND HIGH SPIRITS.

=

>  REAL FRIENDSHIP IS THE BEST ANTIDOTE TO THE ODD SITUATIONS AROUND THE

GLOBE.
=

= WELOVE YOU ALL AND DRINK A GLASS OF VASSA WINE TO YOUR HEALTH. THANK
YOU FOR BEING THERE.

ELLI AND PANOS

VVV VYV VY

Cerozus yAa4HLIHA AeHb, 9T00RI 3aBecTH MouTy Ha Auxexce hitp://mail.yandex.ru
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i YEVGENY YEVTUSHENKO

Honorary Member of the American Academy of Arts ®
Distinguished Professor of the Queens College, N.Y.
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#13830 THIS MOSS PEACOCK BUTTERFLY HAS A BRILLIANT GREEN COLOUR
OUTLINED IN BLACK MAKING IT ONE OF THE MOST STRIKING
ATTRACTIONS AT BUTTERFLY WORLD
PHOTOGRAPHER— CHRIS CHEADLE
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Eli Peonidou

From: Eli Peonidou [peonide@cytanet.com.cy]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 8:26 AM
To: 'Nicos'": 'Melina Peonidou'

Subject: FW: hello

————— Original Message-----

From: yevtushenko yevgeny [mailto:yevtush@yandex.ru]
Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2013 9:02 PM

To: Eli Peonidou

Subject: Re:hello

I am in process of recovery in period of exersices.It is no quick but
hopeful,Thank you for your support,Zhenya

> DEAR ZENYA,
>
> WE HOPE YOU ARE WELL. PLEASE SEND A FEW LINES . ELLI AND PANOS.




i\lQ,\)‘l\‘OSC‘D\V\kQ « DO\ .- 63 ) “\{\L{ D_} @ 5-?_[
¢:\>ﬁl\%7~ 7~ \h,Q,va\q Qu\& MCL% QCX 5

Hone N \Q,%‘r Yolaaq &wt
O\o0d, () A\ sent a  Cay
N Qe@ e ST e cxiz \@\B
'%’t Moo & hNay \ Qo\c\‘zzxi
' <o\o) oMM -

ot mm
\BQ«\SQ

ok e axg ﬁ\f\a/ RN Jonto i
S O Uyl neL Siqi\é\
Q§\q®3C\\‘€1$ @~ | ( ¥
\ x R QQ\QSL QvJ/\o\
x‘ " Asdtown v e W e (i
s R SR ’ 2
‘ATY\\K \f\@;@ \o oc;&?( Qg 7\C\QV\
\ Wad  aw < v\‘\\“\l\; . CD @g M\

\'V\ Q@

K)DC{S \O } o0

Yo We- - ENR %\563\336 \ALS&QQ

& i
- VLQW’\»ALQ C)\'(\\G\V\Q%\ QWV\ Q\ @&O—V\L &@







Eli Peonidou

From: yevtushenko yevgeny [yevtush@yandex.ru]
Sent: Sunday, December 22, 2013 11:03 PM
To: Eli Peonidou

Subject: Re:MERRY CHRISTMAS

You are allways living in our hearts.God bless you! Zhenya Masha
WITH OUR BEST WISHES FOR A MERRRY CHRISTMAS

KANA
XPIZTOYT ENNA
ME THN ATAMNH
MAZ

ELLI AND PANOS

vV V V V V V V V vV VvV

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfHs-wtItK78
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Panicos and Elli Peonidou
\

From: *Nicos Peonides® <Nicos.Peonides@arup.com>

To: “Panicos and Eli Peonidou™ <pecnide@cyianet com Cy>
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2004 12:15 PM

Attach:  Nicos Peonides (E-mail).vef

Subject: RE: geia sou, Nikouli mou

Agapimenol mou

Sas pira to arthro gia to Zenya (prepei na mpei kanels sto web-site tis NY Times, na ginei
melos kai na plirosei gia na ehei prosvasi sto arthro, gi afto den mporousate na fo vreite).

Filia

Nicos

December 11, 2003, Thursday

THE ARTS/CULTURAL DESK

A Russian Poet Steeped In America
By STEPHEN KINZER (NYT) 1159 words

TULSA, Okla., Dec. 10 -- With a bright patchwork jacket from Guatemala covering his broad
shoulders, the graying lion of Russian letters, Yevgeny Yeviushenko, paced and shouted as
he read some of his poems that once shook the world. Befween verses he fossed off advice
and opinion about life, love and literature.

His audience did not fill a theater in Moscow, London or New York, but a classroom of
English students at the University of Tulsa here. Somewhat improbably, Mr. Yeviushenko has
found a home here.

"In some provincial cities you can find the real soul of a country,” he said after his class
ended. "l like the craziness of New York, but New York is really not America. it's all humanity
in one drop. Tulsa is very American.”

For nearly half a century Mr. Yevtushenko has been a piercing voice of conscience,
sometimes bitterly angry, other times overflowing with enthusiasm and hope. Many
Americans see him as part Walt Whitman and part Bob Dyfan; Russians know him as a wildly
popular poet who embodies their couniry’s spirit and has often screamed truths that others
feared to whisper. His fame has spread far beyond his homeland, and today he is among the
world's most widely admired living writers.

1121504
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Not all of Mr. Yeviushenko's students are fully aware of the ways he has helped shape his
country and the world, but many quickly realize that they are in the presence of an

extraordinary force. "He's just a little more alive than anyone I've ever met," said Michelle
Whalen, a sophomore.

On Monday Mr. Yevtushenko taught his last two classes of the year, one on poetry and the
other on film. On Thursday evening in New York he is scheduled to appear at Queens
College, where he once faught literature. He is being treated to a 70th-birthday tribute that is
to include a performance of Dmitri Shostakovich's "Symphony No. 13," based partly on one
of Mr. Yeviushenko's best-known poems, "Babi Yar," a searing 1961 attack on Russian anti-
Semitism. On Sunday he is fo read in Russian to an audience in Chicago, and then make
later appearances in Russia, Ukraine, Poland and elsewhere. After the holidays he is to
return to Tulsa, where he has lived with his family for nearly a decade and where the
university considers him a treasure. He came here af the invitafion of a former universiy
president, Robert Donaldson, who was a Soviet scholar and greatly admired him.

"He is very galvanizing for many students who are looking for an extremely attractive model
for the life of the artist," said Lars Engle, chairman of the English depariment at the
University of Tulsa.

Mr. Yevtushenko's lectures are scattershot combinations of recollection and observation,
punctuated by readings of poems during which he prowls the room and, in the words of one
student, "gets right in your face." At Monday's poelry class he warned his students of a
great danger they may soon face.

“For many people the first diapers of their babies are the white flags that symbolize their
surrender,” he said. "Don’t be like thal. You can fight for all your principles and for your
children 00"

After the class ended, a student who plays on the university soccer team stopped to tell Mr.
Yeviushenko about the mixed emotions he felt after a coach refused to let him play in the
team's final game. When he finished, Mr. Yevtushenko flung his arms out wide and
commanded: "You must write about that feeling. Do not squeeze it inside.”

in a conversation later, Mr. Yeviushenko said he admired many American writers, bul sees
none with the stature of Gabriel Garcia Marquez. ("Everyone is reading him now, even
maybe in the bellybutton of world culture that is Tulsa.”) Of the new generation of Russian
writers, he said he especially liked the novelist Olga Slavnikova, neither of whose work has
been transiated into English.

For much of his life Mr. Yevtushenko was in frouble with the authorities in Moscow because
of his relentless critique of life under communism. Today, he said, some developments in the
United States remind him of “the worst of the Soviet Union."

"The Soviet Union wanted to take care of some countries without a deep understanding of
their histories, their traditions, their political situations," he said. "In the same way, some
Americans now believe, sometimes very sincerely, that everyone will be happy only if they
live like Americans. That's naiveté, and believe me, our leaders were not less naive.”

1/21/04




myou didn't really study the situation in Iraq very well," he continued. “Saddam Hussein was
not my cup of tea, but you miscalculated, it's clear now. Your first reaction was to go and get
him out, which is typical Soviet behavior. Too much self-assurance is the complex of a great
empire, but intelligent people know how all empires end’

Although Mr. Yeviushenko closely follows news from his homeland and returns there every
year, he refused to guess where Russia's political journey might take it.

»Russia doesn't know yef what kind of course it will choose,” he said. "We are in the second
transformation of our soclety in less than a century. We invent, we modify, every day we
change something, put the future is gtill very unclear and foggy. We have not decided what
kind of an identity we want "

As a member of the first freely elected Soviet parliament from 1988 10 1991, Mr.
yevitushenko worked for democratic reforms. in 1994, to protest the war in Chechnya, he
refused to accept an award from Boris Yeltsin, then the Russian president. Today he hopes
Russia will find a palance between ils Slavic heritage and "what is pestinthe West," but
shies away from offering detailed prescriptions.

"Advice, it's very easy" he said. " don't want to ptay the role of giving advice to other
people. | choose my role. tm a writer because | don't need power, only the power of words.
it is sinful for a writer not to think about pofitical subjects, but | don't want to pretend that |
have some secret understanding that no one else has.”

To some of his students in Tulsa, however, Mr. yeviushenko does seem to have such an
understanding. In his poetry class on Monday, he half-apologized for what he describedas @
semester of outbursts and challenges.

“| like the confessional style of teaching and the confessional style of {earning,” he said.
»That's why 'm always provoking, which was difficult for you.”

Before dismissing his students for their holiday preak, he urged them to remember that gach
individual has the potential 1o shape history. sgomeone is near  he said, pausing for effect
as he searched the room with his plercing, deep-set eyes. " feel it. Someone always has to
be the leader of 2 generation. gomeone has {0 pe born. Why not one of you?"

CAPTIONS: Photo: Yevgeny veviushenko is to appear tonight at Queens College. (Photo by
University of Tulsa){pg. E9)
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