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JULES DASSIN

December 3rd, 1993

Mr. Panos Peonides
P. 0. Box 544
Limassol, Cyprus

Dear Mr. Peonides,

nA

I, too, am sorry of missing each other. Costas
Kazakos talked so warmly about you. Yes, I
would be disposed to answer any questions you
may address to me that have to do with theatre
or film but I must warn you that in the last
few years I have seen very little of cinema and
I am not very 'au courent'. But I am sure I
share the same opinion with Costas Gavras about
the serious problems existing for French cinema.

Sincerely,
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Dear Rex,

In happler times we prepared a screenplay for a film
to be made in Grecce, It was set in the age of Pericles
and the opening scene was the trial of Soerates, The
philesepher had been charged with disrespect o the Geds,
with teaching that the woon was a mass of earth, and with
corrupting the minds and morals of young men, ‘in particular
the son of Anytus,

Socrates had this te says

*The sen of Anytus ence said to me: ‘Seerates, you
taught me that my 1ife iz wmeeningless if I neglect

the needs of my soul,’ Athenians, is that corruption?
Look, this ie my robe, I own no other, These are my
sandals, I é%géna others, I have criticized you,
young and old, whe th%ﬁk that happiness is’luxury and
goods, If that is ojrruption vou have the right to
cendenn me to drink tﬁi peison hemleck, I have said
loek te your souls, If that is implous, condemn me,

I shall tell you wherein I am guilty. I am a prowler,
I prowl among young memn's beliefs, I prod them with

questions, I demand precise ansvwers, I ask them
what 1s Just - what is unjust - what is cowvardice -
what is courange.,"

A voice cails out:
*You are not here to teach us philoscphy."

Socrates replies: :
fYou do well to remind me, T talk too much, But

the state is a great steed which because of its very
size 18 slow and heavy in its motions,. It needs a
gadfly to stir it into life, by reproaching, persuading,
arousing, I am such a gadfly siven to the state by
God, If you kill me, yeu'll not easily find another
1ike me, I advise you to spare me,"




The Athenians ignored this advice. Scerates was
Judged guilty. Before proncuncing the death sentence, the
magistrate asked Socrates te propose his own punishment, The
old man leaped te his feet and eried ouil

n] propose what is my due, a roward! A reward, at
least as fit ss that eof a wimmer of a shariet race,

T have been told that I have only to suggest exile
and my 1life would B¢ spared. Exile? At my age?
Yanderins from city to city - and mind you, always

to be driven out = for wvhersver I go, I shall talk te
VOUNg men, I shall goad them, I shall prod them,

T shall never aceept anything as shameful as silence,”

Velii, Rex, as you Know, I never wrote this secene, As
a matter of fact, Junles, who did, eoribbed most® of it from
Plate, I remembered 4t when the invitation to do a guest
column fer you came with ¥he admonitien;

"Not too political in nature, People weuld like

to see what Melina has oen her mind about other things."
What other things Rex? vhat other things could be on my
mind when the Greelk people live under a cruel and cynical
dictatorship. Sure, I go threugh motions, I see people,
T make a film, I record a song, I read a peript. But
uncessingly, day and night, there's only one thing on my
mind = the liberation of my Couniry. I gould try to write
something light, geossipy, sgandalous, entertaining, ribaldj
but Rex, in the end it would amount tc a kind of silence,
And if old Soerates, the giant philosopher said that even in
exile he weould never keep ailent, I, = struasgling aciress,
can do no less, I will continue ite shout 'fire' even if
‘the whole world considers me a bloody bore. It may be true
that T am a bore, but its alse true that the house is on
fire, '
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But, I have a confession to make, I'm getting tired;
tived of talking to deaf ears, tired of living in exile,
I'm not & feol and I see what I see, The dictators have
the tanks and they mean to atay. They havn;peworful
supperters in Washingtonm. Vhen your Congress, out ef
rightecusness or shame, votes to cul of'f American military
aid to the colonels, they nevertheless provide a clause
whiech permits your President to nullify their vete if he
considers "that military needs are overriding”.  Oh, Rex,
who's kidding whoe?

Almost daily I meet tourists who come baek singing the
beauty of Greece. I know what they are permitted to see

. and what they are unablt“te Bea, 1 have a_recurring draim.'

A tourist gets off the plane, At once he's blindfolded.

On the way te Athens he doesn't see the blue Mediterranear:;
he does not see the Acvophlis. He's taken directly to the
Security prisoi. Only thek is his blindfeid remeved and I
say: 'You came to see speece? Look, ' Put that is an
eupty dream and when the tourist tells me ef the beauty of
Greece, how can that be denfed? It is beantiful and I ache
to see it again, Its been mere than five years that I have
not seen Greece, ¥hat if another five years go by and the
colonels, with your help, are still in pover. = Six years,
seven, ten? Is it pessible that I live away from Greece
that leng? i mise it I miss it with carnal leonging. Is
it pessible that to see Greece I do what T did last meonth?
To go te a place in Turkey where I could lock aerass te the
Greek island of Sames like a banished tearful child? What
is my future? I met a Spandph refugee in Paris, He is
sixty yvears old,. fie writes for a Spanish exile newspaper
whieh has a eirculation of & thousand and is threatened with
danily extinction, He has been writing for that newspaper
for thirtyvetwo years. le knows its futile but there is




b

nothing else he knows te¢ do, Sometimes I go‘io a white
Russian café, I listern to that aging woman forever singing
10rche Chornye'! with sad brioc, Will that be me?

Here I am, the "Never on Sunday" girl whe sang eof the
joy of life, turning te despair, And then always something
comos to 1ift my spirit and courage gets born again.,
Somebody in Greece stands up, Somebody blows up the
Officers' Club in Athens, Lady Fleming joins an effert to
free Alekes Panagoulis from prison, He's the man who tried
to kill dictator Papadcpbulos. Lady Fleming had the vision
to see him not as & wouldebe assassin, but as a hero, as a
liberator of his people. She now faces courtemartial,
Perhaps by the time you publish this plece, if you do, her
sentence will be known. Epeculation is that she will not
be treated too harshly, S8iy Alexander Fleming gave the
worlid penicililin, It wouldn't loek tec good Tor his widow
to be locked in a Greek priseon, People from everywhere have
asked that she be treated with clemence. Clemence, my eye.
Te paraphrase Socrates, she ought to be given a medal of
henor, That's my proposal and I couldn't be more sincere,

A elosing paragraph, Rex, Just te put things straight.
I met a distinguished colleague of yours, Pete Hamill, I
liked him, He's a good guy. He has written with anger
of his government's support of the colonels, e caught

me in a weak moment, He quoted me as saying: "I want to

go baek, I want to hear the Greek language. I want to

go back," This is not a disclaimer, It's what I said,
But I alse saids %I wani te go back and fight those bastards
until I die." '
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