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With
Best Wishes for Christmas
and the New Year

l")\%c{ i CQM\Q



Marks & Spencer p.l.c., Baker Street, London, England







Henry MiLLER The Ancestor (1958)
Watercolor, 13" x 16"
Collection of Henry Miller
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6, Spring Rise,
Wells, Somerset BA5 1UE

24th September, 1983.
Dear Elli,

What a wonderful and totally unexpected surprise to receive
the excerpt from you forfhcoming book publighed in PHILELEUTEROS.
You really made us proudl—both Anne and me. I hope the book,
when it comes out, will be as successful with its readership as
your JOEY,,.AND OTHERS had with me.It brought tears to my eyes.

.
e r——

To my surprise, I found that I could read Greek almost as
easily as English, without even a dictionary. My Greek was never
good enough to keep up an intelligent conversation in it, but I
could always read and write it.

Your memory is truly astounding® Your deseription of
Archangel Michael Street, our house there, and half-forgotten
incidents with meetings with various Greek friends, whose names
I've also forgotten, brought Kyrenia and the whole of Cyprus
as cloge and familar to my mind as it ever was., Apart from
yourself and your family, the only permanent friendship I have
retained is with Marlene Pittas, though she now lives in Athens
and comes only occasionally to Cyprus. Dr. Fraser, my other
Cyprus friend, is dead. *

lQ“‘M1-L - r) A i PR i

All my oldest friends are dead or in the process of dying.
None of us is immortal, which, on consideration, is perhaps not
such a bad thing, Memory tends to fail; it also distorts the
past. What's the point of ruminating ancient successes and
ancient failures? There are times when I feel almost sorry
for the immortality of the old Greek gods and goddesses. Do they,
too, keep rehashing the memories of their past glories and
prowesses? Sometimes when I am in a clownish mood, I feel we
might do them a good turn to liberate them of their immortality
by means of a small, old-fashioned atom bomb. With all axxxwe the
newfangled genocidal toys we have invented we could make short
shrift of them. And what could old Father Zeus, the mighty
thunderer, do with his superannuated measly thunder bolts, to
stop us? But no, I still want them to remain on Mount Olympus.
Even if they get bored with their immortality. w%vcertainly
couldn't do without Aphrodite, Even I, a near-nongenarian,
couldn't do without her. It's odd, but the older I get the
easier it's for me to fall in love with women, And there isn't
such a thing as Platonic adultery,

Qs n sy M- Garyied u’V

hmv«% |‘\LM 5

And how's things with you? I hope you're all happy and

R e e i B




united. Of Panos I have g strong recollection. Melinda I only
knew as a smell girl; by now she's no doubt a raving nubile
beauty. As for Nikos, I don't think he was born yet at our
time in Cyprus, or perhaps just a tiny infant.

About a month ago, I had a postcard from a Viennese friend
who was a member of the U,N. stationed in Kyrenia, whom we
befriended. The postcard came from Kyrénia, where he and his
wife spent a holiday. He says Kyrenia hasn't changed a bit,
the handscape is the same, the people are friendly and the
town is full of tourists—-but only tourists from the Turkish
mainland who have no foreign money to spend. And Turkey, which
is nearly bankrupt, is only interested in hard currency,

I've ordered a Lnodn bookshop to send you two or three
copies of short books published here. Most of my earlier books
are already out of print. Let me know when you get them,

Anne sends her fondest love to all four of you, and so
do I. Me oly mou tin agape kai merika filia epano to metopo

sou., PFunny my Greek, isn'it, coming out of a Japanese typewriter!
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6, Spring Rise,
Wells, Somerset BA5 1UE

25,6484,
Dear Elli,

N

Thank you very much for your new book, PROSOPC ME PRCSOPOP-
Would it be "FACE T@ FACE" in English? It's a very nice
production, apparently done by the new-fangled printing method.
My only criticism is that the text doesn't seem black enough.

Naturally, I haven't read it yet in toto; that will take
me some time, for reading Greck had become incfeasingly difficult
for me, Trouble is that I've bee@fiong away from you--only in
distgegenand langusge, not in heart. So far, I haven't got
far fxom the Eisagogi, your foreword. But I can say already
that I like your style, impregnated with tenderness and humour.
No matter how long it takes, I'll read it to the end.

It's Monday today, but last Friflay I posted a book on
Henry Miller to you, which I'm sure you will enjoy. It's about
his whole life, with emphasis on his Paris period, accompanied
with meny fine photos of himself, his friends, such as Durrell,
Angis Nin and myself. Ii's actually the script of the film you
saw. 1 hope it arrives in good condition; please acknowledge
receipt of it as soon as you get it. I had to send it by
Book-post, for otherwise the cost of postage would have been
ruinous, It's a precioug book and I wouldn't have parted with
it for anybody but you.

Gw amerpt 7) oy Aoe i, &) eI

v

Thenk you slso for the offer of hospitality in your country
house, Maybe I'1l take you up on it later in the year when
the weather cools down a bit. Anne certainly would enjoy to
revisit you and Cyprus.

My own travelling days are practically over., Not surprising
for a near-nonagenarian. 1 even have some misgivings about
having to go to Paris(probably in September), where two of my
books written in French nearly hslf a century ago are being
re-issued. The Paris puplishers call them "reprints," but
a better word would be "exhumation."

@) Hsesc ool plean. S..0>
i Bocitorc Corven . APATOURIA ( ANDROS(Cy elaDes) Sraces

I hope that you andiPanos are well and in good spirit and
health, Melinda and Nikos have by now reached adolescence, with
boy-and gix friends galo&e. Much lowe to all of you. .
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| Mrs. Elli Paionidou, :
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6, Spring Rise,
Wells, Somerset BA5 1UE

lst October, 1984,
Dear Elli,

Your postcard with the devastating hews that the book
hasn't arrived yet reached me this morning.

Den antilambbnoumai. The local postoffice tells me the
parcel would come back here in case the addressee could not be
located for want of a correct address. But I'm quite certain
thet I addressed it very clearly, both in English and Greek,
with the return address at the back of the parcel.

The postoffice also suggests that it might have been
retained by your Customs people for some more thorough
examination and that it may still be lying there among a mass
of other parcels sent from abroad.

I can't believe that|it was stolen, though the book would
have fetched a good price had it been sold to an unprincipled
bookseller or to some greedy collector of Miller items. But
that would be a highly improbable coincidence and I don't
believe in coincidences.

Amme is writing to George Tsimon, mayor in absentia of
Kyreniea, asking him to make some enquiries at your Customs
authorities. As a notable refugee from Turkish Cyprus, he
no doubt yields congidersble influence in Limassol and can
approach the proper authorities with greater force than you could
yourself,

I do hope the book will finelly come in your passession.
Its loss would be irretrievable, and I'm not thinking of its

monetary value,
Love all around, /ﬁ}\rt;:>

P.S. MAnne is concocting the letter to Tsimon, for I am
momentarily overwhelmed with work., Two of my books,
written in French nearly half a century ago, have just
been re-issued in Paris, and that involves me in a lot
of unaccustomed activity.

v
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6, =spring Rise,
Viells, Somerset BAS5 1UE

2nd September, 19280,
Dear E1li,

Thenk you very much for your letter and apologies
for being so late in replying to it., Thank you in
partlcular for sending me the two slender volumes of
your poems, Which I find excellent., They are all
inpregnated with your love and nostalgias for your 1ls
homeland, once more under foreign rule. The Turks
were there be¢ore, and so were many others in the six
thousand- odic*bgk?ded history of your beagutiful island.
And the Lusvgnans were even more ruthless than the
Turks, it seems.,

But that's beside the point. I love your poenms,
never knew you Were Such an accomplished poetess!
And what delighted me host was that I could uwnderstand
and savour them in the origingl, without recourse to
the dictionary. For having been away such z long time
from the sphere of Greek influence, I had good reason
to fear I had already |forgotten the lititle Greek Jever
knew, The titles souﬂd good even in Enﬁllsh: “Cyele
of uetrayals" and "Songs to ny lost God. The drawings
by George Skoteinds are very good as mel¢.

4s for the Cyprus problem, there's no solution in
sight. Cyprus is the victim of international polities
and military expedience. I have no trust in any
government inside and outside the Iron Curtain, whose
leaders have no scruples to spend billions of dollars,
pounds and roubles on obscene Weapons and callously let
the children of Africa and Asia starve to death. You
can call me an gnarchist in the Greek sense of the word,
that isn't a person who throws bombs but simply one
Who can dispense with the guthoritaraian rule of an
archon. A certain measure of intelligence is necessar
to live without a government. And since the vast
majority of mankind are mere sheep, aharchy will remain
a utopian drean for a long tinme.

We would be delighted to see you when you come
to England in the winter. Unfortunately, our place here
is too small to put you up, but we might stage a reunion



in London. I realize that travelling and living costs
are getting exorbitantly high, prices increasing almost
daily in these pagrts. Do you have any friends with
whom you could stay in London?

Both Anne gnd I agre still organicglly sound, but
the trouble is that we're getting old, Anne will turn
into an octogenarian in Decembexr and I've long since
surpassed the biblical age. Which makes us less moblile
than we used to be and travelling becomes more
strenuous than ever. 3Sut we're not yet quite gaga..

Vith fondest xzegards and best wishes to the four
of you, from us both,

Affectiomaigly,

 — 7 2
Cv&*L}AQqubAL. ‘;&no}.l.;_ e gvc}_l& (g MApyg

/ *
vov. — Maapdm ;i — hw Eigoorw lo Svepn lao
7 b ) ’
}/UM. o Ly ooy atpis(Sees

’ ’ By
theLm grous ©3ous gt

e @037’; < Leqlur
Kff%ﬁﬂl

A e j s ot— (f(' ’-—ﬂ/w\—} Q\ L.)\!—'\—-—-c—-

——

&r:it\ %LQ—(I\:_‘ ;SIM.,J_,.’— 3 '\;J\A S{-\-‘:\—‘JW— AN g v
T a5 1 ol L SN R e

Ay e g L S .

A :




Mrs., Elli Paionidou,
Po Oc BOX 54—4’

Cyprus
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6, Spring Rise,
Wells, Somerset BA5 1UE

14,8.84.
Dear Elli,

I had your letter of 3lst July some time ago and was
anxiously waiting for another one, acknowldeging receipt of
the book I sent you the first week of June,

You seem to have had a wonderful holiday in Scandinavia
and Finland., While in Finland, did you make a short trip
to Leningrad, which is just over the border? That would have
been a most interesting experience, but maybe the Soviets
wouldn't have let you cross over with a Cypriot(or Brithsh)
passport.

Yes, of course, the children are no longer the children
I knew when I last saw them. That was, I hesitate to remember,
hog many years ago. lime geems to fly with ever increasging
spRed; sometimes I have the crazy feeling that there isn't even
such a thing as time, but something we've made up ourselves
and divided into past, prsent and future, for our own con-
venience. I mean clock Eime, calendar time, sidereal time, etc.
But in reality, it's just one sigille piece, a splinter of
eternity. The present turns into the past the very moment it
happens, and the future doesn't exist--yet. Our whole life ig
lived in a tiny fragment of eternity.

So Nikos is old enough to go to East Germany to study
cybernetics; that's computors, isn't it? And Melissa is nearly
ready to go to Paris to study piano. The Paris she's going to
is quite difierent from the one I knew, but then she doesn't
know the one I knew; for her it'll be quite an experience.

Did I tell you that I'li have to go to Paris myself sometime

in Spetembet when two of my earlier books, written in French
nearly half a century ago, are coming out again? Reprints,

the Paris publisher calls| them, but I look upon them more in
the nature of an exhumation. Maybe they smell a little already.

But have you at last received the book I sent you? It's
tosbig to be in your P,0.Box, but it ought to be lying somewhere
in your post office. Please do make inguiries. The Royal Meil
is still very reliable, so if it got lost, or stolen, it must
be at your end., It's just| what you wanted and it would be an
unreplaceable loss if it weni astray.

LQM L BV 0._{‘0—“—3 y *he 'Jvh {qM‘
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12th January, 1978.

Dear Panos and Elli,

Many thanks for your lovely and unexpected

Christmas card. It was a generous idea of lMarlene'

to give you our address.

We often think of you with love and affection
and never give up hope of meeting you again
sometime, somewhere. If you ever happen to come
to England I trust you'll be staying with us
for a while. Cur house is big enough to put
you both up in comparative comfort. Marlene
was frequently our house guest and she liked
it here. But I don't advise you to come right
now, it's the wrong season. You've no idea what
an English winter is like if you haven't?
experienced one. The best time would be in the
summer. Now it's bitterly cold, so cold that
we find it a real problem to keep the house
warm, even with all the fires burning. We're
simply cursed with hypothermia.

And what's going on in Cyprus these days?
Phere's seldom any reference in our papers about
your beautiful island. With &k the numberless
trouble spots in the other trouble spots in the
world, Cyprus has to take second place. Is
Denktash still the supreme ruler in the north?

T know Makarios is dead but have no idea who has

taken his place.

T hope you're both well and in good gspirits.
Your charming little daughter(lelissa?) must be
growing up fast. Time keeps flying, perhaps not
such a bad thing. I was 80 last August but am
not yet completely gaga and still writing. Am
at present working on a book entitled Reflections
of an Octogenarian and hoping this somewha
presumptuous title won't keep my readers off.

That's it for the moment, but please do keep |

in touch with us. Anne sends her love and
affection and good wishes for a happier New Year,

The same from me. /
All the best there is, |

Yours,

?\—e—D
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6, long street, cerne abbas, dorset, u.«.
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6, Spring nise,
Wiells, Somerset BAS 1UE.

15th Oeto ner, 1980,

I'm just back from London where I spent two
tunultuous weeks, chiefly with ny old friend Lawrence
Durrell, which accounts for ny delay in replying to
your friendly and most flattering postcard.

You cexrtainly overestimate ny capabllity to
translate your poetry into English, In the first
place, all poetry is untranslatable, simply because
no two different languages have the same rhythm. And
even the literal translation of every word assumes
a flavour, meaning znd significance, different fron
the context intended by the original poet, OFf course,
you will tell me that Homer and many other Greek roets
have been translated, no: only into English but also
other languages. J5Sut none are wholly satisfactory.,
Tradutore--Tradittore: every translation is a betrayal.
I don't know who said that, but I'm convided of its
truth., And T'm not going to be an accomPlice in the
Spoliation of your work. Horeover, my Greek is not
half as good as you seem to think. I know it well
enough to read the demotiki, even without a dictionary,
but when it comes to talking I stutter and stanmer and
all always groping for the rizht word. And when we neet
again, out conversation will be in English,

The October issue of LONDON MAG AZINE is out,
With my tribute to Henry Niller in it, Am asking gz
London bookshop to post you a copy of it, Let me know
What you chink of it when you get it.

That's it. Hope you'll keep in touch with me.
Anne sends her fondest regards. T ditto,

>(,'\/(e£((07,~'3~'§ ILowv 67)9\)5 =g , A¢ QC,)
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Mrs, Elli Paionidou,

P.0.B. 5444
LIMASSOL

Cyprus.,
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15, Archangel Michael Street,
KYRENIA, Cyprus.

23rd April, 1973,

Dear Panos and ®E1li,

Many thanks for your letter and last issue of
Nea Epochi, which I always read with great interest.

Am now looking forward to your next ceremonial |
number of the magazine.

Am still more looking forward to our next meeting,
it's a long time since we saw you last. I hope you
haven't stopped coming to Kyrenia once in a while,

Anne sends her warmest regards and sa do I.

All the best there is,

M
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15, Archangel Michael Street,
KYRENTA, Cyprus.

Saturday.

Dear E1lli and Panikos,

Thank you for your letter and for liking
my little book. There's more to come, the
question is when.

I'm glad you had such a good time gallivanting
all over Europe. Must have been a bit strenuous
with the children, though they seem to be quite
easy-going.

Our own holiday was quite successful, too,
though we didn't venture abroad. We spent most
of the time in Dorset, Somerset and Cambridge.
In London only as long as we could stand it,
that is the first couple of weeks and the last
week of our stay.

I had been hoping to see Henry Miller in
Paris, but he never made it, suffering from
arteriosclerosis. So I didn't go there myself,
although I was supposed to appear on T.V. there
and Micheéle Arnaud wanted to 8o some filuming
with me as well.

It's far too hot for us to come to Nicosia
these days, too hot even to go swimming at the
nearby beach. But please do come and visit us
here, it's easier for you as you have a car.
Pick any day you like, we're usually indoors in
the afternoons. And I want to hear more about
your perfumery venture.

All the best there is and love from us

both to all four of you,
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e,

et BEAS5 1UE
26th June, 1980,

Dear Panos and BLLi,

Apologies for not having replied to
your touching message sooner, but I've been
flooded with lettexrs of condolence from a
host of people who are apparently taking me
for Henry's next-of-kin, In a special Way,
perhaps I am. I'm certainly one of the last
few llonicans.

Naturally, his withdrawal from the
wtheatre of operations"(to use an imerican
military expression) has shaken me considerably]
put I keep telling myself that he has merely
died, which doesn't mesn he is dead, he
certainly isn't dead for me, never will be,

As for your request for one of Miller's
books, I've just ordered a friendly London
bookseller to pest to you Henxry's last
published book, a rather shoxrt omne and by
no means his best, but you may like it
because it is about me and also Hndxzizm |
bears my holograph signature on the inside ‘
page. 1 hope it reaches you in good condition,

no, I don't think I'll go back to CyPrus
again, I love your island too much to |
content myself with seeing only half of it.
Tor if T arrived via Larnaca, the Tuxks
wouldn't let me croes the Green Line into
their territory, and if I landed in Kyrenig
viag Turkey,; the Greecks wouldn't let me into
their part of Cyprus. Tt's all politics,
stupid politiecs, and I hate all politics.
I'm Drobably nothing but a sentimental
angrchist.

But T retvain a lovinz memory of both
of you., M. <
w%%%\\/ﬂw\
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6, Spring Rise,
Wells, Somerset BA5 1UE

6.12, 86.

Dear Panog and Elli,

Thank you for your nice Xmas card. I like the picture very
much; Vassa is certainly a beautiful village; but if it's near
Paphos, I must have had a glimpse of it. Blame Aphrodite for
my neglectig Vassa, for 4ll we wanted to see in Paphos was the
spot where the beauty gueen rose out of the sea. She's the
same the fomans rebaptised Venus, but I prefer Aphrodite to Venus.

You're quite right, I'm no great believer in Xmas, but I'm
quite sure that Jesus Christ has nothing to do with it, even if
he was born on December 25, which is possible, though they didn't
issue birth certifcates at the time. In any case, I doubt he
would have taken leave of absence from his duties in the Holy
Trinity to become the patron saint of the merchants. Because
that's what the merchants exploit him for; perhaps even the
Chamber of Commerce. It's absolutely disgusting how the traders
use his name to promote the sale of their goods. All the shops
are illuminated, their show windows full of Xmas presents., All
the prices are doubled: baby mttles and sable furs, elegant
scarves and high-class perfumes cost twice as much as usual;
of course, the prices will|/go down as soon as the Xmas sales are
on and Jesus has returned to nis job in the holy trinity.

I've always been in the ridiculous position of an atheist
in search for a god; never could find one suitable for me and
in the ebd had to make do with Bernard Shaw's Life Force,
And, of course, you don't pray to a force; would be as absurd
as praying to magnetism or electrieity.

Enough of blasphemy. How are you both? And Melissa(or is it
Belinda?) and the boy whose name I can't remember. Has one of
the two made grandparents of you already? Time flies and they're
both old enough to do such a thing to you.

And is there a chance of Cyprus ever becoming re-unified?
I doubt it. But then the wof¢é world is in political turmoil,
with the warmongers on both sides of the Atlantic. ILooks as though
Mr. Reagen's "star wae" won't be ready in time; more likely the
nuclear bomb will have tunfed the whole world into another
Atlantis. But none of that makes me forget you, the good times
we had with you, and we often think of you with love and affection.

Love to 211 four of you from us both,

(j)vﬁth « /évav*‘<*




Dear ELLI,
Thank you wvery much for your friendly letter

and snapshot of your whole family. It makes a hapdy

pleture, you all seem well-fed, Well careyxfo » an

in the pink of condition. IHMeling has turned into

a beautiful lady, you yourself have glways been one,
the cry-baby Nicos has developed into g vigorous

¥y oung mgn; but does he have to become a stratiotis?
I didn't know there Wzs oq:ppulso:y consecridtion in
CypPrus.

The street bLehind Kyrenia harbour Was called
Archangel Michael Street; Anne aﬂd I lived gt No.l5,
Of course, the Rurks have certainly rebaptised it.

There doesn't seem ©g be any hope of them ever
departing, Now the tragedy of the rape of Cyprus is

overshadowed by other nore u“e;-C events in othex
points or the globe, esnec#a,l1 in the Hi ddle East.
I don't know who is more to b“aue FoT by uhe Isragelis
or the P.L.0., What's QC?ualu is that the blgodshed
won't solve the problem. Nor will o uy tv*'d Wan
over the Fallkklsnd _slands. It tgkes gn inner Cabinet
of more than average i diots, on both sz_deu of the
South Atlantie, to embark on z War over a sStretech

of practic l’y umninhgbitable real estate. I wish we
had Panikos gt the helm in this country instead of
Mrs. Thgtcher. The puople here :nfﬁﬁentl don't
care, all they're intexested in is footba__, cricket
and tennis,

But enough of politiecs, I t makes us feek good
that you still think of us as friends. TWe've very
few Greek friends left in Gyrrus, Aparo from Fou,
there's only lMarlene, Maro S8tgvrinou, whose husband
died seversl years ago, and Yanni, the ex-custodian
of Kyrenig Castle, AlL o £ them now in the Greek
Part of Cyprus. Dr,Fraser is azlso there, in Nicosia.
I'm gfraid we'll never see Cyprus agains if we went
to Kyrenia, the part Wwe like best, the Grecks wouldn't
let us cross the Green Line agnd if we landed at Larnacs
the Turks would never let us into their stoclen zone.
ggégcclgg:ﬁe gettiing a bit too old for strenucus

¥ < b‘yumt cle’ ofy e e
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Tel.0T749-78659 6,3pring Rise,
Wells, Somerset Bis 1pp

12th April, 1979.
Dear Panos, dear E1lli,

Can't think of any valid excuse for not
writing to you sooner, especially since I
had a Xmas card from you a few notths ago,
But if you believe in Christmas{which I no
longer do except, in the West at least, as
an incentive to a vast commerical confidence
trick), you probably also believe in Easter,
and this should reach you in time to wish you
a Happy Easter.

Ny formerly urge to write has slowed down
considerably;, which I +take for the natural
result of having reached the Biblical plus
age of nearly 82, I've come to the conclusion
that books and literazture in general, no matter
how well intentioned, cannot improve world
conditions, since the vast majority of the
inhabitants of our earth are still unthink-
i_ng sheep, in certain regioms mere ternites,
who simply follow their leaders. How I hate
the Word “"Leader" in every language..Fuhrer,
Duce, Caudillo, Eyé%es, etc, It's those Who
form the tiny minority of mankind, together x
with powerstruck politicians, ambitious
Warmongers, pProfiteers, as well as zuthors
and scientists. Not all of them are obnoxious,
some no doubt have the Wwelfare of humanity
at heart, but they're too few in numbers to
save the world from racing to its doom. I
shouldn't be surprised if some paranociac
leader of the so-called super powers one of
these days gave the order to press the button
that would blow the Whole world to smithereens.
I don't trust any of them, in Russia, China
or the U.S.A. :

But while I don't write much, DNy NLenory
ls unimpaired and I often think of you and
of unfortunate Cyprus which I've come o love
during my lengthy sojourn there. Don't o
expeclt Justice--Justice just isn't on. From
geo-political viewpoint, Cyprus is Jjust a
minor trouble spot, hardly discussed in
the papers. There are more dangerous trouble
Spots in the world--in Africa, Asgia and the
Middle Bast., But this doesn't pfg¥ent mne fron
having great compassion and sympathy for your
plight. Try and make the best of the prevail-

ing situation and let the morrow take care of
itself,

I hope this Xetter will reach vou, though
I'm probably sending it to an old address.,.
Do you ever see Harlene? SZhe's one of my best
Cyprian friends and was ny sole contact with
Cyprus. But she's left England and I hear
from her only very occasionally,

iny how, all the best there is, Anne, toO,‘

sends her fondest regards. g ¢ ;Lriqp,

r%dL/XQfﬂi j
FeeD
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6, Spring Rise,
WELLS ,Somerset BAS 1UE

10th December, 1979

Dear Elli and Panos,

Many thanks for your friendly grectings.

We, too, remember you with love and affection
for, abart from Marlene, you are the only
friends we've left behind in Cyprus with
whom We care to remain in touch. That's
not quite true; there's also Dr. Fraser,
formerly of RBixzdx Bellapals and now living
in Nicosia, with whom we're keeping up g
correspondence. He has become a quite popular
bersonage there, though he doesn't speak 2
Word of Greek, and a few months ago Was
given a reception in recognition of his
_a2ld tg_&ﬁh people of Bellapals in the initial
B ¢;%iwf“}ie Turkish invgsion. George
Tels4mOn “mIyor® of Nim Ryre¥ia, delivered

an elogious address in his honour, in which

he quoted part of an article of mine I wrote

several years afo. But you probably know

all about that,

I now remember that I did write to you
earlier this year but you may not have
recelved my letter as I addressed it to your
former address at Zgkinthou. We, too, have
changed our address but by some postal
miracle your letter reached us here never-
theless., I've also a vivid recollection of
your children Nicos and Melina, small
children at the time I knew them and now
almost grown up, Melina Was a begutiful
girl(she's probably still more beautiful
today) and I remember calling her Helissa,
in confusion with Harlene's daughter, but
etymologically the name has the same meaning,

The Cyprus problem is still unresolved
and I'm afraid it will remain so for a long
tine, Might is Right and there's no Justice.
The big powers don't give a damn avout Cyprus,
they're only concerned with exPediency and
Turkey 1s more important to NATO than & Just
selution of the Cyprus gquestion. I hate !
WATO as much as the Warsaw pact Warmongers i
and I can see the whole world stupidly racing |
towards global suicide, It's all right for
octogenarians like nyself, but what about
the Nikos and Melinas of this world?

Anne sends her fondest greeting, I ditto.
H{ \;-YQ(LQ,V‘ e L ‘-f‘;?/';
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6, Spring Eise,
Wells, Somexrset BA5 1UE

10th December, 1981,
Dear Panos gnd Elli,

snother Xmas in the offing znd I wWish it ,were all
over. You should see the full-page adverts in our
colour mggazines and the commerciazls on the T.V. all
et \§_¥~Q@L§39:L3§l;&xto buy. Buy, buy, buy! And buy now,
\\_\N__“// at once, don procrastinagte, there zre only 15 more
days to Zmas. Our Xmas pPrices are slashed, halved,
gquartered, draWwn and quartered., Do you think it sur-
Prising that I find it pretty disgusting that a
genuine religious holiday can thus be ﬁgﬁgned into
a2 comnercial free-for-gll? Vhat the mefrchants mean
is that Wwho has no money has no Xmas. So I won't
Wish you a Merry Christmas but will presently wish you
a Happy New Yeagr, which has no religious connotagtions.

We often think of you and the deplorable situation

of Cyprus. Your daughter(lelisgma?) whom I knew as a
ehild must by now have turned into g young lady.
But the Turks are not likely to give up their stolen
Part of Cyprus., Their NATO allies won't put any
Pressure on them, Turkey is much more important to
them than Greece, Things in Greece seem to be in

nuddle, too. Naturally, I prefer Papandreou to his
Przdecessor, but it gmuses me that Greece which for
suclh a long time made strenuous efforts to get into
thelComnon Market now want to get out of it.

As foxr events in this country, you're pProbably
better informed than I, for I never read the papers.
And politics are anagthema to me. I'N against all
rolitics and politicians, right, left and centre.

I even resent the Greeks, whom I love, for having
invented the words, politics and demokratia. Neither
communism nor fascism nor demoecracy are zZood enousgh
for me. That's becguse I am a utopian anarchist who
would be happy to live without government, without
police and army, without prisons and lunagtic asylums,

I realize, of course, that I am in z minority, so
foaa’“’ﬂi?TEET can do is\nothing.

Let me hear from you from time
i%ﬂxxs




alWways be happy to get news from the few friends I've
Left in Cyprus. Apart from you, there's only Marlene
With whom I keeP up a correspondence, And Dr, Fraser,
Who now lives in Nicosia, Some of our other friends,
like the Jowetts, have remained in occupied Bellgpais.
They apparently have no grudge against the Turks,

The one good thing about the British and other foreign
Passport holders is that they can get over the Green
Line into Nicosia, which they occasionally do, mainly
to do their shopping.

With much love to both of you and sincere w
for =z better than ever New Yegar,

e
0
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6, Spring Rise,
Wells, Somerset BA5 1UE

4th December, 1982,
Dear Elli & Panos,

Many thanks for your beautiful Xmas card,
which reaffirms our friendship of akready long
standing.

Writing Xmas cards is my wife's Anne's
department, I don't know if you are on her list.

I myself never send out Xmas cards, and I
will tell you why.

Christmas, the holiest day in our calendat,
is being shamelessly exploited by the shopkeepers
in this land . And not only the Xmas day, but
the whole Xmas month. You can't imagine hte
commercials we get on our T,V.screens, all adver-
tising Xmas presents at bargain prices. Who has
no money has no Xmas is their battle cry. And
sweet Jesus, who took all the sins of the world
upon Himself, is demoted to a sort of public
relations man for trade and Industry.

We often think of you, with love and
affection, and also of your crippled island
we loved so much, Apart from yourselves, our
only other Greek friend is Marlene. We often
write to each other,

So with all our best wishes for a Merry
Christmas(in its true sense) and a Happy Newyear,

’ 2 ;
~s o«ymﬂz&p rs,)ﬁie.i-(_ 1  Yours ever, M
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